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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

A'l / 1 . A method for storing and retrie^g digital data within a hardware platform, the 
method comprising: 

receiving data bits across a bus df a fixed width, the data bits forming a bit pattern; 
altering the bit pattem of the data bits according to a prescribed scheme; 
storing the altered data bits; 

restoring the altered data bits' to the bit pattem; and 
outputting the restored datafbits. 

2. The method according to clairrrk wherein the altering step comprises: 
inverting a portion of the data bi/jj on the fixed width bus, according to the prescribed 

scheme. 

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the altering step further comprises: 
selectively scrambling the dam bits according to the prescribed scheme. 

4. The method according to /claim 1, wherein the altering step comprises: 
scrambling the data bits according to the prescribed scheme. 

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the altering step and the restoring step 
are performed by a hard disk drive interface. 

6. The method according to claim 1, ^herein the prescribed scheme in the step of 
altering is unique to the hardware platform. 

7. The method according to claim 1 1 wherein the prescribed scheme in the step of 
altering is relatively unique to the hardware platform in that the prescribed scheme may be 
utilized by another hardware platfomx 

8. The method accordtug to clairfi 1, wherein the prescribed scheme in the step of 
altering is based upon a serial number of the hardware platform. 

9. The method according to cl^im 1, further comprising: 
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generating a randonipjHriber upon power-up of the hardware platform, 

wherein A^rescribed scheme in the step of altering is based upon the random 



nimic 



10- The method aGCordineier^aim 1, wherein the altered bits in the step of altering 



are stored in a hard dislc^nvi 



1 1 . Th^method according^t'b'-clailirT, wherein the bus in the receiving step is a serial 



bus 



A7 



12. An apparatus for storing amd retrieving digital video data, comprising: 
a system bus configured to tyansfer data bits of a fixed width, the data bits forming a 

bit pattem; 

an interface coupled to sv^tem bus and configured to alter the bit pattem of the data 
bits according to a prescribed soheme; and 

a hard disk drive coupled to the interface and configured to store the altered data bits. 

13. The apparatus according to claim 12, wherein the interface is configured to invert 
a portion of the data bits according to the prescribed scheme. 



it, wherein the interface is further configured to 

le prescribed scheme. 
II2, wherein the interface is configured to 



14. The apparatus according to c 
selectively scramble the data bits accoraiq^ t(^ 

15. The apparatus according 
scramble positions of the data bits acpoij^aing to ^he prescribed scheme. 

16. The apparatus according td claim 12, wherein the apparatus is a digital set-top 

-be^cr- 



17. The apparatus according to claim 12, wherein the prescribed scheme is unique to 
the apparatus. 

18. The apparatus according to claim L2, wherein the prescribed scheme is relatively 
25 unique to the apparatus in that the prescribed scheme may be utilized by another apparatus. 
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19. The apparatus accordimg to claim 12, wherein the prescribed scheme is based upon 
a serial number of the apparatus. 

^ 20. The apparatus according to claim 12, further comprising: 

a processor coupled to me system bus and configured to generate a random number 

during power-up of the apparatus, 

wherein the prescribec scheme is based upon the random number. 

21. The apparatus according to claim 12, wherein the fixed width of the data bits is 16 



bits. 



22. The apparatus according to claiin 12, wherein the system bus is a serial bus. 

23. A system for storing andjetnevpg^ig|^ audio/video data, comprising: 
a satellite antenna configured to receive audio/video signals; and 

a set-top box coupled to the satellite antenna, the set- top box comprising. 



an interfac 
data bits accordini 



bits 



corresponding to the received 



iver and configured to transfer data bits. 



a receiver co/ifigured to output ^at^ i 
audio/video signals 

a fixed width bus coupled tW ^he rece 
the data bits formng a bit pattem,| 

coupled to the bus and cokfigured to alter the bit pattem of the 
to a prescri^d scheme, andS 

Lgured to store the altered 



a hard disk arive coupfeg to the interface 
data bits. 




24. The system according to diaim 23, wherein the interface is configured to invert a 
portion of the data bits according to tne prescribed scheme. 

25. The system according to /claim 23, wherein the interface is further configured to 
selectively scramble the data bits according to the prescribed scheme. 
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26. The system according to claim 23, wherein the interface is configured to scramble 
the data bits according to the prescribed/scheme. 

27. The system according to claim 23, wherein the prescribed scheme is unique to the 



L 23, wherein the prescribed scheme is relatively 



system 

28. The system according to c^ 
unique to the system 

29. The system according to cjiaim 23, wherein the prescribed scheme is based upon a 
serial niraiber of the system 

30. The system Recording tcj claim 23, wherein the set-top box further comprises: 
a processor coupled to the/s^stqm bus and configured to generate a random number 

during power-up of the syst 

wherein the prescribed scheme is basSd-aTX5n"the random number. 
31- The system according/to claim 23, wherein the fixed width of the data bits is 16 

bits. 

32. The system according to claim 23, wherein the bus is a serial bus. 
^rj 33. A computer-readable medium carrying one or more sequences of one or more 
instructions for storing and retrieving digital video data within a hardware platform, the one or 
more sequences of one or more instructions iacludiug iustructions which, when executed by 
one or more processors, cause the one or more processors to perform the steps of: 

receiving data bits across a bus of a fixed width, the data bits forming a bit pattem; 

altering the bit pattem of the data bits according to a prescribed scheme; 

storing the altered data bits; 

restoring the altered data bits to the bit pattem; and 
outputting the restored data bits. 
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34. The computer-readable medii m according to claim 33, wherein the altering step 



on the fixed width bus, according to the prescribed 



cording to claim 33, wherein the altering step 




composes: 

inverting a portion of the data ^its 
scheme. 

35. The computer-readable |medii 
further comprises: 

selectively scrambling positions if the data bits according to the prescribed scheme. 

36. The computer-readable mejfiium according to claim 33, whereta the altering step 

scrambling positions of the dafta bits accordrag to the prescribed scheme. 

37. The computer-readable medium according to claim 33, wherein the altering step 
and the restoring step are performed by a harc^ disk drive interface. 

^I^*^ 38. The computer-readable medium ykccording to claim 33, wherein the prescribed 

scheme in the step of altering is unique to tl4e hardware platfomi 

39. The computer-readable medium according to claim 33, wherein the prescribed 
scheme in the step of altering is relatively imique to the hardware platform ia that the 
prescrited scheme may be utilized by another hardware platform. 

40. The computer-readable mtbdiirai according to claim 33, wherein the prescribed 
scheme in the step of altering is basea upon a serial number of the hardware platform. 

41. The computer-readable iftiedium according to claim 33, wherein the one or more 
processors further perform the step /of: 

generating a random number upon power-up of the hardware platform, 
wherein the prescribed schpme in the step of altering is based upon the random 
number. 
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42. The computer-readable jpedtam according to claim 33, wherein the altered bits in 
/Vy the step of altCTing,.aFer§tored in a hard disk drive, the fixed width of the data bits being 16 

43. The comput^r-re^l^ble medium according to claim 33, wherein the bus in the 
5 receiving step is a sej 

44. An apparatus for storing and retrieving digital video data within a hardware 
platform, the apparatus coinprising: 

means for receiving data bits across of a bus of a fixed width, the data bits forming a 



C3 



bit pattern; 

means for altering the bit pattemy6f the data bits according to a prescribed scheme; 
means for storing the altered data bits; 

means for restoring the altered data bits to the bit pattem; and 
means for outputting the restored data bits. 

45. The apparatus according to claim 44 J wherein the means for altering comprises: 
means for inverting a portion of the data/bit^ according to the prescribed scheme. 



46. The apparatus according to claim 44 



wherein the means for altering fiirther 



comprises: 

means for selectively scrambling! the/iata bits accordiug to the prescribed scheme. 

47. The apparatus according to clapn 44, w^ereip the means for altering comprises: 
20 means for scrambling the data bits According to the prescribed scheme. 

48. The apparatus according to clainy44, wherein the prescribed scheme is unique to 
the hardware platform, 

49. The apparatus accord tug to cflaim 44, wherein the prescribed scheme is relatively 
unique to the hardware platform in th^ the prescribed scheme may be utilized by another 

25 hardware platform. 
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50. The apparatus accordin^to claim 44, wherein the prescribed scheme is based upon 
a serial number of the hardware platrorra 

51. The apparatus according to claim 44, further comprising: 

means for generating a ranpom number upon power-up of the hardware platform, 
wherein the prescribed scheme is based upon the random number. 

52. The apparatus according to clami 44, wherein the altered bits are stored in a hard 
disk drive, the fixed width of the dateL/bity^uemg 16 bits. 

53. The apparatus according to claim 44, wherein the bus is a serial bus. 
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